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Katy Tessman’s 11-song solo debut CD, Fall, remarkably
showcases her abilities as a vocalist and songwriter.
Her acoustic based arrangements are expanded by a
talented cast of players, including Dave Stanoch, 
Jay Moran, Phil Lyons, Mary Gaines, Pauli Ryan, David
Stoler and Dave Hanson. Legendary jazz and studio
bassist Richard Davis (Van Morrison, Janis Ian), 
innovative funk drummer Clyde Stubblefield (James
Brown, John Scofield), violinist Randy Sabien (Greg
Brown, Kate Wolf) and percussionist Wally Ingram
(Sheryl Crow, David Lindley) make special cameos as well.

The songs on Fall move effortlessly over diverse
emotional and musical terrain. The haunting instrumen-
tation and melody of the title track mirror the joy
and uncertainty in the lyrical love story. Stanoch,
Lyons and Ryan give “Dip, Dip and Swing” a cool island
groove. “Wash It Away” blends Tessman’s story of
trial and triumph with Ingram’s sublime percussion
textures while “Bright Chair” has a majestic atmosphere
and features Gaines on cello. 

Released on the independent Rhythmelodic Records
label, Fall was recorded at Wakefield Mines studio in
Madison, WI and was produced by multi-instrumentalist
Jay Moran, drummer/percussionist Dave Stanoch and
Katy herself.

Since its release, Fall has received commercial air
play on regional radio stations including Sioux
Falls’ KSOB-FM and was charted in the top 30 new
releases at KFAI-FM (Minneapolis/St. Paul) for five
consecutive weeks.

“Tessman’s song crafting is straight from the heart with
honesty. She paints vivid pictures like an urban folk
purist, on a journey to define modern ‘culture’ with
words that are both refreshing as well as bittersweet.”

~ KFAI-FM Radio

“Beyond being an accomplished songwriter, Tessman has a
smooth distinctive voice that lends a jazzy undertone
to the folky roots of her songwriting.”

~ Music Critic Bill Snyder 

“...Tessman is a powerhouse in personality and music.
Tessman possesses a searing and powerful voice. Her
ability to carve her way through lyrics with the deftness
of a sculptor adds strength and beauty to her talent
as a musician.”

~ Pulse of the Twin Cities 
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track listing: 1. wash it away [3:44]

2. bright chair [4:45]

3. fall [3:49]

4. make you stare [3:06]

5. dip, dip and swing [5:14]

6. odd timing [3:03]

7. alone [4:22]

8. thinking of you [2:44]

9. figured out [4:38]

10. caribou [ 3:41]

11. a day is a day [4:09]


